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Dr. -C'0O DEM 
Reverend STR TR 
INE S this Latter i is unaſked, and | 
} 5 is unknown by you, it may 
poſſibly give you ſurprize. 


It is uſual for Authors to 


tions; before the Publiding to their Pa- 
trons, that theſe may correct what is im- 
Proper, and add what is wanting; but your 

A 2 5 Modeſty, 
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Modeſty, Sir, is too notorious; j many | 
Things in this Apology might * been 
odffenſi ve to it: A great Man is never more 
apt to bluſh than at Praiſes really deſerv'd. 
You might have thrown out what will ap- 
pear to be the greateſt Truths, perhaps 
have endeavour'd to ſtifle the whole. That 
I may be thought entirely impartial, I at 
the ſame Time declare, I have not the 
Honour to be known to you, Iam a Stranger 
to your Table, to your Family, and indeed 
almoſt to your Virtues: I undertook this 
Apology from no other Motive than the 
Love of Truth, I defire no Reward from 
you, I do not expect even Thanks. 

F ſhall take Notice of the Objections 
made to you, and endeavour to anſwer 
them ; thoſe which I cannor, I will how- 
ever ſtate very fairly, and leave them to 
ſome abler Pen. 

To begin with the Pansen of all 
moral Virtues, viz. Benevolence. The 
World ſays, Sir, you do not abound with 
this: Granting it to be true, (which for once 
I will grant) it cannot lay Ingratitude how- 
ever to your Charge, ſince if you have 
no 


to © 
no Love for Mankind, it is very well 
known you are not belov'd by them. How .| | 
much ſoever by your Writings they may 
differ in religious Affairs, by your Beha- 
viour they agree with relation to yourſelf. 
They arrive at the ſame Point, tho by || 
different Ways; ſome of the Laity ſpeak | 
of you with Anger, others with Contempt, 
all, the inferior Clergy with Fear and 
Trembling. But the World does not con- 
fider, that a Clergyman who is truly Or- 
thodox will never value himſelf on Vi- 
tues which others have occafion for : In- | 
deed there is no Neceflity for it, his Or- 
thodoxy will ſupply the Want of them; 
the Man who is right in Speculation may 
have leſs regard to his Actions, and Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſen was little better than a 
Heretick for ſaying, that a. wicked Life 
ig the greateſt Hereſy, The Man who is 
Orthodox ſhould confine his Love to the 
Orthodox, he ſhou'd labour only for the + 
Houſhold of Faith; this you have done, Wis 
Sir, and your Houſhold have experienc'd | I 
it; they do, and have Reaſon to put their 
Truft | in you. 
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The World accuſes you in the Wee 


Place of being a Temporiſer, and chang. 
ing according to the Faſhion of the 
Times: It is ſaid at your firſt Appearance 
in the World you was a Tory, and con- 
tinued ſo till you was Chaplain to the late 


Arch — . Which occafioned the Reflection, 


| . that you was @ Tory by Nature, and a Whig 
| by Grace. Here, Dr, I think I can clear 


you; for to me the ame Principles have 
appear d in you from your firſt Entrance 
in the Univerſity, to the Exaltation where 
you are at preſent: The ſame Submiſſion 

to the higher Powers, and the ſame Re- 
r for the Church, and the Authority 
thereof; when I ſpeak of the Church, I 
do not, like the Heterodox, comprehend 
all the People in the Communion of the 
Church, but the Profeſſors of i it however 
dignified or diſtinguiſhed. 

The World, Doctor, charges - you with 


a Haughtineſs and Pride unbecoming a 
_ Chriſtian Teacher: They do not, however, 


confider that the Meekneſs which St. Paul 

enjoins, might be requiſite in the Infancy - 

of Chriſtianity to recommend it; but that 
Statelineſs 


7 


: Scarelineſs is at preſent neceflary to ſupport 
it. They miſtake that zprigb Air, and 


Ot ſublime for Pride. But of what © do 
they think your Reverence can be proud? 
Not of your Preferment; for it. is Known 
you look on this only as a Journey to a 
better Place, on which your Thoughts are, 
and have been for ſome Time fix d. 8 
of your Power; Power alone is not 
Thing for any Man to value himſelf . 
on, it is the right Uſe of it only that can 
add a Dignity to the Poſſeſſor. There is 
one Man in England, I will venture to ſay, 
who wiſhes that Power more extended; and, 
indeed, I ſhould myſelf be glad to ſee 


your Reverence remov'd from the Chair 


of Se, * 1 *, to that of St. Peters. 
Alterius Orbis Papa. Is it of your Learn- 
ing ? Alas! they muſt not know you, to 
ſuppoſe you can be proud of What! is VE ſo 
lictle Conſequence. 


Your Reverence's Roni e. the © 


World, doubt much of your Charity; be- 
cauſe no Inſtance of it, they ſay, has yet 
appear d. But certainly they muſt be 
blind, or they would ſee it is extended to 


.all dh: 3 you con wk hate is, to 


all who are in Power: You, can find no 


Fault with theſe, can ſee no Error, 20 


Corruption in them. 


The World is angry at your eber 8 vt 
Oppoſition to a worthy Divine i in his No- 


' mination to a Biſhoprick; they are diſ- 
_ pleas'd with it, and the Manner of con- 
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ducting it. They ſay, he is a Man of the 1 


brighteſt Parts, and the cleareſt Life; that 
he has Virtue, Knowledge, Modeſty, and 


: Benevolence; but they ſhould be ſenſible 


that the very Reaſons, they have urg d, for- 


bid you being his Friend; for as he has 


a Superiority of Parts, Prudence requires 
you to oppoſe his Promotion. | 


They ſay, Doctor, your Oppoſition t 660 


him ſhould have been better grounded; 


that he has been recommended in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner by one, who' is of the 
firſt Diſtinction, and the fineſt Character; 8 
whoſe Virtue and Probity are equal to 
his Eloquence, his Eloquence to his Know- . 
ledge, and his Knowledge ſuperior to moſt | 


Mens. Whoſe -Friendſhip is the greateſt 


Honour, and ſhould be a Sanction from 


the 
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_ -..-: pe t Calumny ; nba 1 &.- = 
E-* -Advadcing, lis ſuppoſed a competent C 
Judge wWwho 4s fit to be advanced in e 
Church. They fay; a Character recorti- 
mended by à Perſon. of ſuch Dignity, wih 
the concurrent good Opinion of Mankind, is 
Y or to ße blaſted by.a Trifler, by an acci- 
FF dental Word in Converſation, hicha does 
| not yet appear to be wrong; by à Cbnverſati- 
on ſo many Years paſt, and by a Witneſs 

' who. ought not to be thought a credible 
one, who may probably have forgot the 
1 true Words which were ſpoke; or have 
miſunderſtood them when they were ſpoke: 
| They ſay, his Diſcovery, or rather betray- 
ing of this Converſation, cannot be the 
Effect of Zeal, but muſt proceed either from 
his Envy or Reſentment, or the Inſtigation 
or Fear of another: They ſay, this is evident 
* -from his concealing it ſo long, from his 
Y ſuffering it to lie feſtering in his Boſom for 
ſo many Years, till ſuch a critieal Minute. 

1 If the Principles of this worthy Doctor are 
YM - too bad to ſuffer him to be a Biſhop, they 
Ml , ought before now to have diſqualified him 
t reexiving any other Preferments. Thus, 
. B Doctor, 


Decor, ihe! World = 3 3 
at à Loſs to anſwer it. It will be Labou 


and Glory enough for me to defend your f 4 
Reverence's Character, I leave that of the 0 


Informer to ſtand by itſelf; Ldo not kt 


his Petſon, and for my own Sake I will al- 
ways be a Stranger to his Company. The 
Man, who enters into Converſation as a 

Spy, I look on in the fame Light, as the | 


Devil in Paradiſe, only to difturb the Plea- 


ſures of it, to fow Diviſions, and e : 


all che Sweets of Society. 


Some Diſcourſes, indeed, ſuch as Trea- 1 
ſon againſt the King and State, every Man 


of Honeſty ought to diſcover. He owes it 


to his Honour, to his King, and to his 


Country; but in Matters of meer Specula- 


tion, in Diſputes where People are of va- 
rious Sentiments, where a Man grows warm 


by Argument, and is open, and thinks him- 
ſelf ſecure, thro' a Confidence in his Friends; 
he may unwarily drop ſome Words, with- 
out conſidering, at the Time, the due Force 
of them; he may throw out others, only 

to ſupport Converſation, or to hear the O- 


P of his Friends; Words which * | 


Car]; 


4 not noi ile or judged bang 


from, the reſt af che Diſcburſt 3; theſe m 


one is obliged te diſtover to anothet's Pre- 
judice, no Man can be excuſed) who doeh. 
If they favour. of | Hereſy, St. Paul direas, 
chat a firſt and ſecond Admonition ſhall be 
given, and not till then a Heretick be re- 
jected: But if, inſtead of: theſe Admoniti- 
ons; if, inſtead. of going like a Friend and 


a Chriſtian, and endea vouring to convinte | 


another of his Errors, a Man treafures wp 
his Words, canceals them for many Years, 
till a proper Time is offered for hurting 
him; ſuch an eee 18 only 5 1 
Inquiſition. 4 19 65 
If a Man of Pans is averſe 8 
Preferment, whether actuated by Envy, | 
by Fear or Pride; if, to ground an Objec- 
tion to him, he ſtrictly ſcrutiniſes his pre- 
ſent Life and Converſation, and finds nb- 
thing therein but what is an Honour to 
him, and a Reproach to himſelf; if, ſtung 
with this, he looks back into his Vouch, 
examines and tempts his Companions to 
betray him, he will find very ſew, eſpeci- 
ay the lively and communicative, free 


B 2 = from 


. 7 & 7 A An *. ws pe, he * 5 N 
5 5 . N r 8 x LE] e * * 
2 ö ; . e 228 ©4 
: g : . mt 5 Lo : ; « 1» So} A 
* * 4 5 2 I 
: ; (He 3 1 x LY ans EEC IN Huy 
. 5 1 E, i vo 1 2 oF 4 
1 : 8 1 , 2 þ Ps | 
* | ; 8 * | F oe. 1 1 1 * ; 
® ' p . $-1 4 » 
0 j £ ; of . 1225 
4 Kin 7 
- 2 ® 
5 2 * 7 
Y 1 
— * % ; 
” 
©. Rs 7 
A 
4 3 . , 
$ 
: 


1 5 L0H potting 1 


Sede in His Deſife. But what is he do- 
ing d He is looſening the Bonds of Society; 
he is breaking thro? all the Tyes of Ho- 
nour, Friendſhip, and Human ty; and is 5 
turning the open and generous Friend into 
che fearful and ſuſpicious Companion; the 
meaneſt and moſt unhappy of Characters! 
Va, But this is not all; be is paving the Way 
for an Inquiſition, an Inquiſition that will 
be terrible indeed; he is preparing a ſum- 
mary Way: for convicting Hetetieks, witli- 
aut bringing them to a Tryal, without ex- 
'amining their Opinions, whether they are 
Juſt or not. If, by bringing a Clergyman 
or two to proteſt againſt the 'Conſecration 
of another; he can put a Stop to his Pre- 
ferment, by their barely affirming they hive 
heard him maintain heretical Notions; he 

brands his Character, and deſtroys the fu- 
oture Quiet of his Life; he expoſes to the 
Malice of the meaneſt and moſt illiterate 
Wretch, who is orthodox, the Man perhaps 
of the moſt extenſi ve Ezariiing, — 
3 wy: inoffenſive LAY. OLE 
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3 Cl 13 * 5 
0 Thib is a | Pont and a Mettoa 90 15 an 
perobs''to- be giyen, Way to. AN Man n mai ; 
| get into a Biſhop tick, who has an inſatia- | 
+ *Avarice, 'a 7 Ambiriog, * or an py 
| implacible Malice. It is poſſible he may 
meet with two or three Ctergymen (chey 
Are at beſt but Men) who, from their Bi- 
gotry to their Tenets, from ther c corrupt 
Wiews, or the Vanity of galhing 3 Name 
(for Which, like Eroftratus, they would {et 
2 Church on Fire) will depoſe—whac ? Thar 
: "they have heard a Man ten, twelve, . per- 
baps ſixteen Years ago, hold in Diſcoutke a 1 
-Opini that does not ſtrictly agree wich 0 
the Rule of Huirb eſtabliſhed by Catbollck 
" Tradition. During this Time, perhaps, lie 
is diſcharging all tlie Duties of A Chr iſtian: 

But theſe are of no Conſequerice 5 de fid- 
gle Opinion, nor in the leaſt e ential, c or | 
thrown out haſtily, or perhaps really the 
right, ſhall be ſufficient ro blacken, con- 
5 vict, excommunicare him, and Titre him 
up to A common Jail, to Want and Ruin, 
if he has not very powerful Protectors. 
Where will this end ? Who will be ſafe 
from ſuch a Power > "Rb that has the 
| Honeſty | 


1 
+ 
1 


— 
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Hone BEN and Reſolution to, ſearch, I 3 


Truth, makes the Holy Seriptures bis 1 85 


. Guide, and for this End examines them 
ſtrictly, without putting an implicit Belief | 
in the Deciſions of Councils, or the Opint- 
ons of the Fathers? This is ſetting up an 
Independent Church Authority, inde ependent 
of the King, and the Civil Power; nay in 
defiance of the King's, as the Deſign and 
plain Tendency of it, is to put a Wehen 
bis Conge D'Elires. 3 1 
Tho this is a Point much labournd 5 in 4 : 
certain Codex, it is notorious, That an, In- 
4 dependent Church Authority has been long 
thrown out of our Conſtitution, as highly 
injurious to the Prerogative of the Crown, 
and r antes of the Tae of 
the Subject. 
Tho Religion i is its N Cloner. | 
Cenſures, and Tortures are, its Inſtruments, 
and Tyranny is its End. And of all Tyran- 
nies the ſpiritual is moſt to be dreaded; not 
content with a Power equal to the temporal 
it extends icſelf farther, enters into the inmoſt BY, 
Receſſes of the Soul, aſſumes a Right to con- | 
. zrou! it, and where it is not in * Par- 


ticular 


0 


ff 15 all b 
! fubwiffive, will not leave, if polfible! ov 
the leaſt Quiet within; it diſturbs and 
| Greaks i its Happineſs i in this Life, and wo | 
he ro Miſery in the next. 

- Eaſy are the Steps which lead from one 
Degres of Spiritual Tyranny to another. If, 
' by the Imputation of Hereſy, a Man cat. 
Hinder another's Promotion, leſt his Ex- 

ample ſhould be an Encouragement to Er- 

ror, he will think it neceſſary afterwards 
to puniſh him, that his Example may be 
a Terror. Such plauſible Reaſons will ne- 
ver be wanting; the Church of Nome can 
furniſh us with them, and Power will al- 
ways have Creatures at n to | 
them. 
But Truth wants none er bel Aide; 
all Eſſentials in Religion are very clear in 
the Holy Writings. In thoſe Points, which 
are not effential, if a Man is doubtful, what 
Miſchief can he do by his Doubts? If he 
is fixt in his Opinion, if this is wrong, and 
he does not publiſh it, what Harm can the 
Church receive ? If he does publiſh it, 
there will always be Men of Learning rea- 
dy to refute the Errors? Truth will never 


1 
Fc 


; be at Lok. for i or Men of 
IN Candour to receive them. Thoſe Opinions, 


1 8 which are erroneous, having nothing to 


ſupport them, will ſoon fall at the Appear- 
ance of Truth, and this will be more firm- 
ly eſtabliſhed hy the Conteſt. In the mean 
time what Wounds can the Church receive? 
None that can endan ger her Safety; where- 
as, by à contrary Conduct, if ſhe by her 
own. Authority once proceeds to, or can 
procure Penalties and Diſcouragementa, Et 
Ferments muſt ariſe ; theſe will produce a. 
malignant, perſecuting Spirit, and the great- 
eſt Blow will be given to our civil und, re- | 
ligious Liberties. 8 
If, purely to indulge a W or 7 
Spleen,” a Man openly attacks the Founda- 
tions of Religion, without making Truth 
the End of his Search, or taking Reaſon 
for his Guide in it, the Laws will inter- 
poſe; that they will, we have ſeen an In- 
ſtance in the Trial of Mr. Woolfton : If they 
will, the Church may depend on her Safe- 
ty, ſhe need not ſeck for any extraordinary 
Methods, ſhe wants no particular Power, 


* may reſt herſelf ſecurely on the Laws 
| of 


8 
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ing 8 hot Profeſſors. on ads 3 ns 
Before L leave this Point, I will juſt take 

Notice of a Queſtion that is now com- 

monly aſked; whether the Proteſt of a 


Layman ogaiolt ; the Conſecration of a 
| Biſhop i is not as valid as that of a Cletgy- 


man? And if a ſmall Defe& in Orthodoxy 
is ſuffieient to juſtify ſuch a Proteſt; he- 


ther Pride, II- N ature, Avatice, and a ge- 
neral Want of Moral Virtues are not e- 


nough to authorize one likewiſe? 
Your Reverence ſees how the Publick | 
reaſon, and indeed they - generally reaſon 


right, as they do it without Prejudice, Pride, : 


or Anger. If a Man is repreſented to them 
as unſound in his Faith, how: do they try 
him? As the Scripture directs, even. by his 
Works If they find he is ſober in his 


Converſation, courteous in his Behaviour, 


ſtri&.in his Life, and generous to the Poor 
and Unhappy; if he is beloved by Men of 
Virtue, and eſteemed by Men of Know- 
ledge, they will ſuppoſe he is right in his 
Faith, in what is eſſential to Religion; that 
he does not NB this in Words . only, 
4 C | which 


[Na 
our Saviour candemns, when he as Not 
every one chat fays unto me, Lori a | 
bar he that doch the Will ef my Fecher 1 
which is in Heaven. If, on the contrary; 4 
Man is cry'd up for being. orthodox, by 
believing all the Traditions of the Church; 
if he is of a perſe uring Spirit; if he 
judges with Prejudice, and condemins with 
Raſhneſs ; if he is ſelEimrereſted and un- 
charitable, a Slave to his Superiors, inſo- | 
lent to his Equals, and a Tyrant to his in- 
feriors, the Publick will diſapprove of bim, 
tho he pretends to the Infallibility ef a 
Pope, and aſſumes the Air of one. But let 
them condemn him, Curſed is he, ſays the 
Scripture, of whom every Man ſpeaks well: 

On the contrary then, he muſt be a 8e. 
eee e ee one ſpeaks ll. 
I have mentioned a Pope, and ſinee 1 
bed 1 can t help giving the Character of 
a very eminent one; I won't lay it may de 
much to the Purpoſe, but as it is ſtrongly 
drawn, and as it pleaſed me when 1 read 
it, I throw it in, becauſe it may poſſibi). 


have the ſame Effect on others. It is the 
Character of Alexander the eh, who be- 


fore 


e EA NR TOA ee eee 
ETD He Sabi 3 LS. 
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| [a9] 
fore his [Advangemicnt: to the Papacy: w. 
diſtinguiſhed for: being truly orthodox, in 
ſupporting the Doctrine ok. eee 
After his Exaltation, ſays the C 
Retz, he had “ nothing leſt of the: wo ö 
| « he had before affected, but only his Gra- 
c vity ; I call it Gravity and not Mode ſty, 
i „ln. a gtcat Share of Pride ſeemed 
_ © to be joined with it. He continued the 
8 W of Nepotiſm, and was not will- 
« ing to advance any but his Relations 
« He, grew. vain to a ridiculous: Degree 
He envied every Body without Excepti- 
* on, and never ſpoke one Word of Truth, 
« He had a great deal of Cunning, but 
te very little Wiſdom, of a low Genius, 
e and was much addicted to Trifles, eſpe - 
 Cially in his Learning: in ſhort, he was 
* Minimus in Maximis, Maximus in Mi. 
6 PUTILS, This oecaſioned the following 
0 Fase ninade way appear after his. Death. 
alks Paſuim what the Pope 
te « fad to. 0 Cardinals, as he lay a 
« dying. Paſquin anſwers, Maxima de 
8 eipſo, Pluri ma de Parentibus, 3 as 
Cordinalitas, Pauca de Ecclefia, de Deo 
15 C2 . Nibil. 


Lev]. 


Nuit It is very poſhble, the” Theuha 5 


af other Popes may — thoſe of * 
ne Alexander: © 


This naturally leads me to a Complaint, | 
which is a very general one, and of tho 
utmoſt Conſequence, vis. That thoſe who 


\ are moſt ſolicitous about the Ornaments of 


the Building, are moſt careleſs of the 
Foundation; that while ſo much Attenti- 
on is given to ſupport the Authority of the 


Church, no Notice is taken of the man 


Converts to Popery; that every Day pro: 
duces more; that ſo many Rivulets run- 
ning inceflantly into the general Stream, 
muſt ſwell it till the Land is overflowed; 
That a vaſt Number of Miſſionaries are in 
all ſorts of Diſguiſes in all Parts of Eng- 
land; that by their Arts and their Money, 


they are prevalent among the common 


People ; their Succeſs is very great, their 
Induſtry incredible, and the Oppoſition to 


them nothing. That all the ſerious People 


in England fee it with Concern, at Rome 
they talk of it with Confidence and . 
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That 


21 


bst öandendle Syn 3 are 1 7 nitted fam 
theiice tbr t this Purpoſe, and a ate Cardinal, | 
(Falkonieri) left a vey” great Ley 4 . 
employed in Ireland this Way. Ib 
miſih Religion, they ſay, is the work of a 
Hereſſes, as it is a Scheme of Doctrine 
ſubverſive of Morality, and attended with 
a Train of Conſequences, the moſt injuri- 
ous to Society of all. others. It is very 
much doubted by many, if there f is ſuch a 
T hing as ſpeculative Atheiſm, ſo plain, ſo 
ſtrong is the Evidence of a God, N01 could 
make a Heathen cry o t. 

Jupiter eft quodeuhique vides,  quocunque | 

"moverts. Lucan. 

But mere ſpeculative Atheifn itſelf” might 
be ſhewn, to be leſs Jormudyble to LY Nation 
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Rvg. their Fellow-Creatures from the 
8 Proſpect of future Rewards; at the ſame 
time, from a Regard to their preſent Inter- 
eſt, which alone would determine their 
Conduct, they would be deterred from offer- 
ing Injuries. But the latter, under a Pre- 
tence to Conſcience, perſecutes Honeſty, roots 


— 
- — 2 bee — 


8 Popery. is 0 


1 2210 
: * 


up he ee rigen of Humane, od 
| makes ex even, Cruelty a. Virtus. The Progreſs, 
75 fuck ; a2 Religion, makes, and the Silence of 
„ Clergy on that He ad, muſt and will n 


alarm thinking Men. To this I, f, in 
Apology. for you, that the Spreading of 85 

4 to the Tofidelicy of the 
is Infidelity to the many Writings | 
g that Way, and theſe to the Want 


of Authority in the. Church co puniſh 


them. To which it is anſwered, The 
common People (who are chiefly the 
Converts) never read theſe Writings, | Cone 
ſequently are never affected by them; their 


Apoſtacy is owing to the Ignorance of their 


Duty, to. the Want of Care in their Paſtors | 
to direct, and right Examples to encourage 
them. If chey ſee theſe more ſolicitous a- 
bout the Intereſts of the World than thoſe of 
Eternity, more attentive to Affairs of State 
than thoſe of Religion, ſuch a Negligence 8 
may poſſibly produce an Indifference in 


Men, who do not or cannot look far be- 


fore them ; or throw them into, the, Arms ? 


of other 3 big who are never to be 
taxed with Want LA Diligence. 


Among 


he thoſe 


* — 


oj 
| ſhip m * 
at Chril anity 0 never \ . 
Hey tell me. e is in A every * ; 
ſome Share of ' common Senſe, e rl to 
die fate the Beauties of the Gian Sy © 
tem, the great Adyantages of this o Socie= | 
ty, and the preſent. and furure Happineſs | 
oh every Member, or” it. bey know 
Chriſt bath made Sion on a plain“ and” ka⸗ 
fy. Path to Salvation, chat by "hid Example 
and bis Preceprs. ke? has taught our " Paſtors 
ro be vigilane in their Calling, but 1 mild in 
their Inſtructions; but if they ſee "theſe ul⸗ 
ing Heat and Rage inſtead of Arguments 
adyancing and maintaining abſurd and con- 
tradictory Opinions, raiſing the Obligation 
of poſitive Duties above that of moral ones, 8 
in expreſs Oppoſition to the whole Fenour 1 
of the Goſpel, as well as the Dictates of, 
| Reaſon: Preaching more on the Peculiars | 
of Chriſtianity,” in order ro make Men fub- 
miſſive and implicit 3 in their Belief, than 
Pow the — TFrecepts, which' will make 
| chem 


Ren: 


„ Saf BB wi# 


even to the, Gr I 
Hort, 'perſecuting thoſe 152 Calumg 


and which muſt be 8 8 in or ns 35 5 
an 


s 5 i? fs 


defend. Chriſtianity f in any, Manner 15 
Claſhes with their Prejudices : Such a Cl -on 
duct may affect weak. Minds, it may at the | 
ſame; time. ſtrengthen Popery, an and, promè 7 
Infidelity ; 3 for Claims of meer ; Av thority . 
countenance "thoſe of Infallibiliy, and may 
urge ſome en to take Sanctuary, under 
the Pretences of it, among the Papiſts F 8 
While, on the Vie: hand, the Diſcovery of. 
Fraud i in Points which have been ſanctifed 
with the venerable Name of Religion, 
may precipitate others i into an abſolute De- 
nial of the whole; and forcing Men to be⸗ 
lieve more than they can, may be the rea- 
dieſt Way to make them believe leſs than 5 
they. ſhould. . This indeed the excellent 
Mr. Chillingworth rightly. fays,, « Conſider 
« the Swarms of Atheiſts in, Lialy, and 
« Rk tell me whether your re 
"+ 


w 0 dickioue * your! org 
e Miracles, and counterfeic Legends: 
c not in all n . this 
cc Effect. 
I have oerd nk Arganiingil in Bao 
half of your preſent Silence during the 
Progreſs of Popery: If it ſhould be of no 
Force (as indeed ] am ſenſible of my 
Weakneſs) I muſt beg the Honour of your 
Commands, and Inſtructions for better 
If Infidelity, I have told them, is ſo great 
and general as it is repreſented, it may be 
proper to balance one Extreme by the 
other; that it is impoſfible to maintain the 
Cauſe of Proteſtantiſm on the true Princi- 
ples of it, without falling into an Incon- 
ſiſtency with the believed and neceſſary 
Doctrine of Church Authority; and the 
Arguments drawn from the Right of pri- 
vate Judgment, which is our invincible 
Bulwark againſt Popery, will be claim'd in 
Juſtification of ſuch a Freedom of Thought 
in mere ſpeculative Points, by thoſe who 
are ſtigmatized as Hereticks. Upon this 
1 am aſk'd, whether this Authority of the 


Church over. the Conſciences of Men 19 
D ) Con- 
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onfiſtent whe deaſo er authorised by 
the. Scriptures. Fo ſpeak the Truth, 1 
think it is not: I cannot find any Paſſage 


in the Writings of the Apoſtles in Fabeur 
of it; if: the Scripturs does not eſtabliſh 


- 


ie, Ido not ſee that Reaſon recommends. 


jc. And I find the Judgment of ſome of 
the beſt and greateſt Men of our Church 
is againſt it, and abſolutely for Moderation 
in our Judgments of others. 1 ſhall only 

quote Mr. Chillingworth (whom I juſt now 
mention'd) Archbiſhop Ti/ltſor, and one of 


the preſent Ornaments of the Profeffion, 
in his "admirable Book call'd, 7e Dit. 
 eulties and Diſcour agements which attend the 


Study of "the Fee in the Way of pri 
wor Tudg ment. | 
Mr. Chillingworth- was peibipe ie of 
the greateſt Men England has produced, 
= me ſtricteſt Probity, and the fineſt Ge- 
He had ſeen the fatal Tendency of 
alt avbiltrary Impoſitions in Religion, and i 
generally allow d to have been the ſtrongeſt : 
Defender of Proteſtantiſm. * As may be 
ſeen by his Religion of Proteſtants «- ſoft 
Way to Salvation, which was examin'd and 


F © 1 0. 


rey they by tht Diino che hore 


an; by their, gonſtant Zeal. for hen Doo- 


 tring,;;was dedicatefl to Kisgl Cherles:he 
Firſt, and puhliſh d: umder che ireq ion af 
Archbiſop Laud, who had been the 
Means of recovering the Author from Pope- 
and after the Publicatien of chis Boa 


gave him Preferment in thè Church. This 


admirable Writer, aſſerts every where the 
poſition to the Popiſh Claim of Authority. 


pon the former Principle: a Man can 
s Juſtify himſelf to a wiſe and good Being, 
« by; 8 candid; Examination of all the ſe- 


« determining upon what ſeems to him 
the moſt worthy of God, and moſt con- 


* ducive to the Good of Mankind: 


7 Whereas on the contrary, Authority, as 
« ſuch, is che ſame, and has an equal 


tight cyery Where; and therefore a 


« Man ought, not only to be a Protefant 
© in;England, and a Papift at Nome, but a 


* Mahemetan in Turkey, and a Pagan in | 


Japan. This is the grand Principle 
1 MS « which 


Principles of Reaſon: and: Inquiry, in Op- 
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n bis whole Per 

formance, hd Pank Tenders it the moſt 
1 conſiſtent, and conſequently the moſt im- 
Pregnable Defence. But if it ſhould be 
argued, that the Denial of all Authority 

will remove all Means of ſuppreſſing He- 

reſy, which is a Point of infinite Impor- 
tance to the Papiſts, and of Conſequence 
with many of our Clergy; Mr. Chilling- 
_ worth replies in this Manner. Let all 

„ Men believe the Scripture, and that only, = 

„ and endeavour to believe it in the true 

©. Senſe, and require no more of others, 

« and they ſhall fand this not only a better, 

* but the only Means to ſuppreſs Hereſy, 

<< and reſtore Unity: For he that believes 

* the Scripture ſincerely, and endeavours 

-<© to believe it in the true Senſe, cannot 

*poſſibly be an Heretick. And if no 

more than this were requird of any 

* Man, to make him capable of the 
* Church's Communion, then all Men ſo 

c qualified, tho' they were different in Opi- 

nion, yet notwithſtanding -; any fuch Dir: 


. Hi Preface. 


e & ference, 


ik ²˙1 i ———— 


| [299] 1 
. Sete ud be of Neceflity in one 
— - Communion. 60 6h Al PET OW Wie 
. evidently ew 
purſusg thoſe with Calumny and Out- 


rage, who differ in the leſſer Points of 


Doctrine, eſpecially in the Senſe of parti- 
cular Paſſages in the Old and New Teſta- 
ments; with Regard to which there is a 
Variety of Opinions, among Commenta- 


tors and Writers of the moſt eftabliſh'd 


Character. This Deifying our own In- 
ce pretations (continues the Author above- 
« mention'd) and tytannous enforcing them 
„upon others; this reſtraining of the 


Word of God from that Latitude, and 


« the Underſtandings of Men from that 
Liberty, wherein Chrift and che Aj poſtles 
ec left them, is 50 has been "Be only 


=, Fountain "of all the Schiſms 8 of the 


« Church, and that which makes them 
be, immortal. Take a wa theſe Walls of 

« Separation, and all will quickly be one. 
„Take away this Penſecuting, turning. 


* curſing, damning. of Men for not ſub- 


"7 WM: to the Words of Men, as 


the Words of God; require of Chriſ- 
| C fia 


vs "the "Thjuſtice of 


fl 


Ss 


[39.9] | 


« call AN Maſter but — 3 Let wy 
« thaſe leaye . claiming Infallibility, that 
« have no Title to it, and let them that 
in their Words gdiſch im it, diſclaim i 
« likewiſe, in their Actions. I ſhall crou- 
ble you with but one Paſlage. more from 
this valuable Writer, not knowing how a» 
greeable it may prove to you. - I have 
learnt (ſays he) from the ancient Fathers 
a © of the Church, That nothing is. more a- 
10 gaigſi Religion 'than to farce it. And of 
10 St. Paul, That the Weapons of the Chriſ- 
10 tian N. arfare are not carnal. - And great 
« Reaſon; for human. Violence may make 
« Men ceunterfeit, but cannot make them 
« believe. And i is therefore fit for nothing 
but to breed F orm without, and Atheiſm 
0 within. Beſides, if theſe Means of bring- 

= ing Men to embrace any Religion were 

« generally us d, (as if it may 9 1 be 

ec uſed. in any Place [i 

Power, and think they have Trucks 1 cer- 

« tainly they cannot with Reaſon deny, 

ee but that it may be uſed in every Place 
40 « by thoſe, tet have Power as bY 1 

cc ey, 


— Boy of Truth, bur; per- 


9 and tlie Opprellion of 56 In an 
« hundred? nen enn ee 
Theſe Principles, Doctor, Tam told, fe 
cure our Religion beyond any Poffibility of 
Danger, and therefore you haye no Reafon 


to doubt of Succeſs againſt the Phpiſte; 1 


you proceed conſiſtently upon them, and 
in their utmoſt Extent. Otherwiſe, in- 
deed, they fay, your preſent Silence may be 
the mot prudent Method. Men of Senſe 
and Virtue will always refuſe their Aſſent 
to Principles of Oppreſſion; ur none of 
that Character will be averſe to a Scheme 
9 Joft and amiable Doctrines. Chriſtiani- 

„like all other Truths, wants nothing 
84 a full and candid Examination; ; and 


it muſt be an ll Compliment, go it, to ay, 


the Uk. of Reaſgn would lead Men to re- 
ject i it. Exert . Doctor, tho true Tem- 
per of che Chriſtian Religion, enlarge on 

the genuine Principles of it. Endeavour 


do ſtop the Frogrels of Popery, by expoſing 
che 


iy of the Profeſſion of it in one 


——ũ—ä— — ͥ́ 1 — — —E— om one 


che Wan of it, and * by expoſing 
them Exhort the Clergy, over whom you 
have an Influence, to a mild and beneyo- 
lent Behaviour: This will ſecure them 
the Regard of all good Men, and make 
others more attentive to their Doctrines. 
Inſtruct them, that an Obſtinacy of Zeal 
can never attone for, 1 gnorance, or Recti- 
tude of Faith for the Want of Morality. 
She w them how immoral and inconſiſtent 
it is with Chriſtianity, to propagate Ru- 
mours againſt the Characters of valuable 
Men, for any Differences in Opinion. Re- 
commend to them a Peruſal of the Cha- = 
racer Which Dr. Tillotſon “ gives of an 
eminent Biſhop of our Church, Dr. Wilkins, 
and adviſe them to an Imitation of it. 
J purpoſely mention his Moderation 
« (ſays he) and likewiſe adventure to com- | 
.« mend him for it, notwithſtanding this 
« Virtue, ſo much eſteemed and magnified 
by wiſe Men in all, Ages, bath of late 
« been declaimed againſt with ſo much 
« Zeal and Fierceneſs, and yet with that 
good Grace and Confidence, as if it 


= Prefic to Biſhop Wilkins 5 Sermons. No ry 
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X 7 . « were not only no Virtue, * even the 
rr Sum and Abridgement of all Vices. 1 
« ſay, notwithſtanding this, I am ſtill of 
« Opinion, that Moderation is a Vircue, 
« and one of the peculiar Ornaments and 
cc Advantages of the excellent Conſtitution 
« of our Church; and muſt at laſt be the 
« Temper of her Members, eſpecially the 
ee Clergy, if ever we ſeriouſly intend the 
« firm Eſtabliſhment of this Church, and 
« do not induſtriouſly defign, by cheriſh- 
<« ing Heats and Diviſions among ourſelves, 
to let in Popery at thoſe Breaches.” 
NH. The other Quotations, which are point- 
ed out to me, are from a truly valuable 
Book of an eminent Father of our Church, 
and one of the moſt learned ones of it. 
* N No Body can do much Good whom 
«the People do not think a good Man; 
© and that cannot be expected, when ſo 
* much Reproach and Infamy will, right 
© or wrong, be heap'd on you, if you do 
* not continue orthodox: And this you 
. * cannot doubt, if you will but reflect on 
« what paſſes under your own Eyes. And 
8 Difficulties and Diſcouragements, wa: 2 
E a 


F3 * 
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6 hors tis in vain to 9 your Vir 


< tue will protect you. No, the moſt 


te conſpicuous Virtue will not be believed · 
« If you are guilty of no open Vices, ſe- 
ce cret ones will be imputed to you; your | 
* Enquiries will be called vain, curious, 8 
« and forbidden Studies. Pride and Am- 

tt pition will be ſaid to be the ſecret Springs | 


c of them. A Search after Truth, will 


« be called a Love of Novelty. The 
« doubting of a ſingle Text, will be Scep- 
« ficiſm ; the Denial of an Argument, a 
% Renouncing of the Faith. — Every 

© Thing you ſay or do, will have a wrong 


40 Turn given it. Every inaccurate Ex- 
& prgſſion ſhall be pręſi d into a Crime. In 


« ſhort, all the Indiſcretions of a Man's 
« former Life ſhall be rip'd up, and no- 


8 thing forgotten, that can be remember d | 


& or ſtrain'd to his Diſadvantage.” 
His Lordſhip afterwards, with the ut- 


moſt Beauty and ene Ae I 
as follows. 


* c In truth there is nothing u more I; 
* ſurd, than to ſay the glorious Things we 
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Safety: That their Opir 


do daily of che pte and at the 
ſame Time, make the Study of them, to 
Men of fincere' and honeſt Minds, ſo 


extreamly hazardous and inconvenient. 
If then we would not be guilty; of diſ- 
couraging a Study, which we ackhow- 
ledge to be the great Duty of the 


Clergy, as we are Chriſtians; if we 
would be true to the fundamental Prin- 
ciples of the Reformation, as Pro- 


teſtants, that the Scriptures are the only 


Rule of Faith; let us uſe our Endea- 


vours to remove the greateſt Obſtacles ; 


that lie-againſt the Study of them; let 


us do what we can, that learned Men 
may have full Liberty to ſtudy the Scrip- 
tures freely and impartially, and Laab 
to ſpeak their Senſe with all Manner of 
s" may be 


Py . als > 


examined fairly and with Temper i That 


their Names be not unjuſtly loaden with 


Calumny and Sander; chat their Words 


and Actions may be inter preteil q ür 
the ſame Candour, as is ſhown to thoſe. 
who differ from them. That whe 


ther their Notions be right or-wrong, 


E 2 their 


FR U 


<4: their Perſons may in all Hence be ſafe, 
« and their Maintenance not affected by 
it. That as long as they live virtuouſly, 
e and write with all due Modeſty and 
“ Good-Manners, and advance nothing 
that breaks in upon Morality and Go- 
vernment, they may be treated in all 
© Reſpects, as thoſe are, or ought to be, who 
« employ themſelves: in any other Part of 
© uſeful Learning.--While we take the Senſe. 
of the Scriptures upon Content, and ſee 
e not with. our own Eyes, we inſenfibly 
<<; relax into the Spirit of Popery, and give 
* up the only Ground, on which we can 
«juſtify our Separation from the Church 
. of Rome. It was a Right to ſtudy and 
e judge of the Scriptures. for themſelves, 
ee char our firſt Reformers aſſerted with 
. ſo good Effect; and their Succeſſors can 
ce. defend their ahbe rns to . on no 
1711 Rochen, Principle. N 
bete If then we are e for the Stu- 
<<: dy of the Scriptures, | farther than in 
o Words; if we in earneſt think them 
de the only Rule of Faith; let us act as if 
* we thavghs ſo; deta us l encourage 
: cc 42 


Tag. 


« a free and impartial Study of them; let 
„ us lay aſide that malignant, arbitrary, 
perſecuting, Popiſh Spirit: Let us put 

no Fetters on Mens Underſtandings, nor 

* any other Bounds to their Enquiries, but 

« what God and Truth have ſet. Let us, 

if we would not give up the proteſtant 

4 Pri neiple, that the Scriptures are plain 

and clear in the neceſſary Articles, declare 

* nothing to be neceſſary but what is 

* 8 revealed in them. | 

Thus a preſent” Right Rev. Prelate of 
our Church wiſely argues: Theſe are the 

Principles of Liberty, Honeſty, and Re- 

ligion; they will always reflect an Ho- 

nour on the Owner of them, while he 
maintains, and endeayours to inculcate 


- 


them. . 5 

But cho 1 never eval be Ned of quot- 
ing ſuch Paſſages, I ought to conſider, your 
Reverence may be with reading them. I 
own I am weary myſelf of making your 
Defence, becauſe I find I am unequal to 
it. Works of Difficulty may be an Ho- 
nour, but very few think them a Plea- 
fure, I ſhall therefore conclude with one 
more 


_ 


cc: 


2 


» 


C38 


Fa 


more ane the Application of n 


I ſhall leave to others. It is from a xy 


of Sir Edward. Deering in the We 


K 
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Commons, Nov. 23, 1640. 
Among the Papiſis * is one ace | 
* knowledged ſupreme Pope, ſupreme in 
Honour, in Order, and in Power, from 
whoſe Judgment there. is no Appeal. I 


confeſs, - Mr. Speaker, I cannot altoge - 


ther match a Pope with a Pope: But 


thus far I can go, ex ore ſuo, it is in 


Print. He pleads for a Patriarchate, 


and for ſuch an one, whoſe Judgment 
he before hand profeſſes ought to be fi- 
nal, and then I am ſure it ought to bo 
unerring. Put theſe together, and you 
ſhall find, that the final Determination 
of a Patriarch will want very little ob 2 
W 0 And then we may fay _ 


—— — Mutato Nomine og e 
ele narratur. 
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. « He pleads Popeſb under the Het 
4 I much fear left. 


"of a Patriarch. An 


the End and Top of his patriarchal Plea | 
may be as that of Cardinal Pole his Pre- 


5 deceſſ for, who would have two Heads, 
. one 


— 


97 4 7 pods Parallel to ſet vp the | 
Mitre as high as the Crown. But herein 
< Tam free and clear, if one chere in 5 
<© he, (be it a Pope, be it a Patriarch, this 1. 
< zeſalye on for i my own Choice, Precul 5 
« Jove, procul a Fulmine.) T had rather 
« ſerve one as far as Tiber, than to have 
«* him come ſo near me as the Thames. 

% A Pope at Rome will do me lefs | 1. | 
than a Patriarch at Lombeth.” “. hee, Ye 
I aid at the Beginning, eee eee * 
to this Addreſs to you: I do aſſure y fe 5 
with equal Veracity, the worthy. Doctor 
whom F have mention'd is ſo likewiſe; his 
Cauſe is become a general one, and every 
Man, who would preſerve an honeſt Free- 
dom of Thinking and e ſeems rs 
make | it his own, _ SF, 

A Critick may object, that 1 have . 
from my Title, and ſaid ſome Things 
which may ſeem to be againſt you; but 
he is to look on theſe as the Opinion ot”. 
Mankind, and Objections, commonly made 
to you, which I promis'd to ſtare very 
clearly, tho I could not anſwer them.. 
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eive you,” and; if. they dot'e'g 
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owns the Gr 
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